FORTY-FIVE YEARS UNDER

THE FLAG

CHAPTER I

BIRTHPLACE,   SCHOOL-DAYS   AND  ANNAPOLIS

1839-1SGO

IN" the year of our Lord 1839 the subject of these memoirs
was born at Richfields, Frederick County, Maryland, the home
of his parents, John Thomas Schley and Georgianna Virginia
Schley.

On his paternal grandparents7 side the descent was Ger-
man and Huguenot and on the maternal Scotch-Irish. John
Schley, an eminent citizen of Frederick in the last century,
was descended from John Thomas Schley, one of two brothers
who emigrated to America in 1739, from Phalsburg, Bavaria,
took up a residence in Frederick County, and named it after Fred-
erick of Prussia, surnamed "The Great/7 John Schley ?s wife,
Mary Ferree Shriver, was descended from Louis du Bois, a
Huguenot, who emigrated to America and founded the colony
of Huguenots at New Paltz, in Ulster County, New York, in the
year 1660. Like all the settlers of America in those older clays,
these pioneers preferred the dangers lurking in the wilderness
of America, and even the privations therein, to the militarism,
the discriminations and distinctions of caste and class, and the
intolerant religious bigotry of their day in the older countries
of Europe.

John McClure and Mary Ann Thornburg McClure,, the
maternal grandparents, were Scotch-Irish. They removed
from Ireland to Baltimore before the war of the Revolution, and